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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, OECD 

SUBJECT: GATT PANELS ON DISC AND OTHER TAX PRACTICES 

REF: (A) STATE 040253; (B) GENEVA 1336; (C) STATE 046968 

1. MISSION RAISED WITH HACKETT MARCH 13 QUESTION OF HIS POSSIBLE 
AVAILABILITY TO SERVE ON SUBJECT PANELS. HACKETT INDICATED 
HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH FACT THAT MESSERE HAD BEEN APPROACHED 
REGARDING THIS WORK, AND ALSO HAD AN INKLING THAT HE HIMSELF 
MIGHT BE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE. HACKETT WAS STRONGLY OF OPINION 
THAT IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR ANY MEMBER OF OECD STAFF 
TO PARTICIPATE ON PANELS, SINCE IT WOULD MEAN THAT AN OECD 
STAFF MEMBER WOULD MOST LIKELY BE REQUIRED TO DETERMINE FOR 
OR AGAINST AN OECD MEMBER COUNTRY. HE ALSO NOTED THAT HIS 
STAFF WAS EXTREMELY PRESSED AT THIS TIME AND THAT IT WOULD 
BE NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE FOR MESSERE TO TAKE ON ANY ADDITIONAL 
DUTIES AND EVEN MORE DIFFICULT FOR HIMSELF TO DO SO. 
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